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PREACH D tothe -- 
| NAS S | 
[The County of Dozfet,| 


{| Refidingin and about the Cirics of |] » 


, . . 
eel 


At St. Mary Le Bowe, on Dec.8. 1692.]. 
£5. | * Being the Day of their | 

2: |] Anniverſary FEAST. | 

dS | | — | 4 2 

| | By the Lord Bilhag of Oo... | : 


bh 
; __—— | 
2, | {inthe Seve; Princed by Edd Jones, and fold by him and | 
\ oe ONTO PONY 5693: | | 


Dow - | 
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Imprimatur,; 
Dee. 30. 1692. 
H. LONDON. 


Acts IV. Verl. 32. 
And the Multitude of them that believed 


were of one Heart, and one Soul : Net- 


ther ſaid any of them, that ought of the 
things which he poſſeſſed was his own, but 
they had all things common. 


As, there is repreſented to us, as much 

.as by Words a Thing ſo Wonderful can 
be expreſsd, the Glorious Manner of the firſt 
Miraculous Deſcending of the Holy Ghoft, on 
the Apoſtles, and Prinutive Diſciples. 


A Miracle, that gave a perfe&t Confirmation 
to all that had been done before, from the 
Creation to that Day, towards the Eſtabliſh- 


ing of the Truc Religion ; and alſo gave Au- 
thority, to all that has been added ſince that 


Day, for the ſame End, on the ſame Founda- 


ion. 
A 2 It 


Þ the ſecond Chapter of this Book of the 
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A Sermon Preach'd to the 


Ic clearly manifeſted to the Workd. the Truth. 
of the Chriſtian Faith, and moſt viſibly decla- 
red its Power : Full'd.the firſt Chriſtians Mouths 
with new, unknown , unſtudyed Tongues ; 
and to all thoſe Tongues gave Utterance ar 
once, to ſound forth the Works: and Praiſes 
of GOD : . Whilſt the Standers-by of all Na- 
tions all marvelled; and when cvery one heard 
his own Language, they were” all confounded ;, 
as well they might, to-find all Mankind now 
going to be united into one Church. by the. 
fame extraordinary Way, by which they were. 
at firſt ſcatter'd into many Nations , by a: 
Mulcipucuy of Languages, and: Varicty of 
Speech. | 

Atcer that firſtmoſt aſtoniſhing Gitt of Fiery 
and Cloven Tongues, we -haye next in the 
latter part of the: ſecond, and in the third, 
and this fourth Chapter, an Account of St. Pe- 
ter's firſt Sermons to the People, who being 
come together out- of all. Countries to keep 
their Pentecoſt at- Jeruſalem, and there meeting 
with ſo unexpected. an Event, were amazed to 
think what it-ſhould mean. 

St. Peter tells them, This is that: which GOD 
had forctold ſhould come to pals. inthe /aft. 


Days, that is, according to their underſtanding 
of: 
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of thoſe Words, in the 'Age of the Meffias. 
And from thence he gocs on to prove to them 
our. of. thar Scriptures, that this F EF SUS,. 
whom they had now Cruecified, was the Meſſias; 
both-Lord and Chriſt. 

- An Argument, which ſeem'd- to require a: 
Jong ſearch-into the whole Deſign cf rheir Ce-- 
remonial 'Law,. and a decp skill m all the Wri-- 


tings of their Prophets; har confiſting all of 


dark Types, theſe being full of Myſteries: An 
Argument therctore, that might be thought 
turer- tor-their Stribes, and Phariſees, and-moſt 
Learned Doctors, and the' High Prieſt himſelf, 
than for an Unlearned Galtlean and. 1gnoranr 
Fiſherman to undertake.. 
Yet this: very Fiſherman» fo manag'd this 
Weighty and Myſterious Sabjeet ; with ſuctr 
Convincing Plaineſs';" ſuch Strength of Rea- 
ſon, as-neitacr was nor <conld! be taught by 
Art ; with fuch-undoubtedFradence of*Scrip- 
cure and Anriquity ; ſuch viſible Demonſtration, 
and Power ;, that the Meaneſs of his Perſon, and 
Trade of Lite, ſoon ceasgd to be an Objection: 
and againſt him,wasſo farfrom leſgning his*u- 
thority, that it became'ary unanſwerable Proof? 
of the Divinity of his DoErine, and the Rea- 
lity of his.Inſpuation. . | 
| Where- 


A Sermon Preach to the 


<3: Wherefore theſe firſt Sermons of St. Peter had 


a preſent and ſurprizing Effect ; Fear came 
the Soul of every Hearer-; Three Thouſand Per- 
ſons were .at once added to the Church ; the Mul- 
titude ſtrove, who ſhould 'firſt declare their 
Converſion, and Belict, and Deſire to be Bap- 
tizd. And as faſt as they came in, the New 
Converts were inſpired with. the ſame Gift of 
Tongues, by which they had been Converted. 

Juſt before,they had been obſtinate Unbelie- 
vers,perhaps Mockers of that Doctrine,where- 
of, juſt then an a Moment, they were com- 
 pleatly furniſh'd with ' Abilities co become In- 
terpreters and Teachers to all Mankind. | 

' In my Text we have one remarkable In- 
ſtance of the Blefled Spirit's coming down up- 
on one of theſe firſt Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, 
in ſuch a marvellous Manner and Meaſure. 

In the Verſe before *tis ſaid, That when they 
had prayed, the Place, where they were met, was 
ſhaken, and they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghoft. And then ſtrait follow three molt fig- 
nal Effects of this-Wondrous Diſpenſation. 

Firſt, That they ſpake the Word of GOD with 
boldneſs ; without any farther doubt in-their 
own Minds, without any dread of Oppoſition 
from others, though - whole World was 
againſt 
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againft them 3; with fuch an inſpir'd Boldnck, 
as became'the.Su al Commiſſion, thcy 
had then reeeiv'd, to ſpeak:the Word of GOD; 
and a Boldneſs, that was juſtified 'by the Su- 
nary Works, which thenceforth aecom- 
| Secondly, That all the New Converts were 
of United: Judga and Afﬀections. ' Not 
only the A but the Multitade of then 
that believ'd, were of one Heart, and one Soul. 

Thirdly, That this inward Unity of Heart, 
end Soul, was' onrwardly demonſtrated by a 


! free, and murual Communication of their 


Temporal Goods, and Poffeflions. None of 
them ſaid, That ought -of the things he poſſeſt 
was his own, Ir ers all things common. 
Now of theſe mmediate' Conſequen- 
ces of this admirable Reyclation, the firſt, 
which was their Speaking the Word of GOD with: 
Boldneſs, 1 ſhall paſs by at this time ; and by 
GOD's Afſiftance, and your Patience, 'rathcr 
apply my ſelf co the two laſt, as beg more 
proper tor the Occaſion, and ſuitable to the 
=_ of this your. Friendly, and: Religious 
For the great/Intention, My Beloved: Coun- 
trymen, of your Aſſembling thus a_—_ - 
7 
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.{ent, .and :to promote Charny' towards: :thoſe 


Heart, and one Soul. Thus 1s the firſt here in 


Where the Goods of -the Soul are om | 


Publick Devotions, and:Anncabk Socity;'bes 
ing, as you all profeſs, and, as I am verily per 
ſwadegd,, for the ancreaſe of Brothcrly:(hove, 
and Good-Will among your ſelves here: pre- 


of our Country, who may:be abſent through 
Povyerty:z 4, for my part, know , not: how 
can'better perform rhe zFask, | \yJur Kindneſs 
has laid apen\me m\.chis-Solemaity; thin; by 
Recommending. to your. Devout Meditations, 
and, in:{ome ſort alſo, to your. Pious Imitati- | 
on, this great, and. moft Chnjtian Example of 
the firſt .Chriftians. | n bas 9501 
Firſt, Their Unanimwy, and:Concord; They 
were all of one Heart, and'one Soul. X 
Secondly, Their Laberal, and:Generous\Di- 
ſftribution of their Goods, ' to their Brethfen 
that wanted ; None of them eflteen'd any thing 
he had to be his own, but they .had all things | 


C£0717110N. 


I begin with the firſt, They were all of. one 


Order; and was indecd the -Cauſe: of the 
other. For-how :can there be a :greater, or 
more powerful Motive to the outward Cha- 
rey of Works, than-internal Unity of Mind? 


Communicate 


Vatroes of the. County of Dorſet. 9: 

—— JConmmunicated, 1t.us almoſt impoſſible: thac 
be{dhicrc ſhould be an abſolute engrofling of the 
tr. Goods of Fortune ; ſo Men arc wont to call 
ve, | them, though they are, in truch, the Gifts of 
” LHeayco, as well as the other 3,,andas ſuch, arc 
ofe $70 be diſtribured by the ſame Laws. | 
© They were therefore all of one Heart, and 
i 7 | one Soul; than which a ncarer Agrecment.can- 
not be deſcribed, or umagin'd : The. Heart (if 
there be. any difference of the Expreſſion in 
ns, Scripturc-Language) being to be'taken for the. 
ti. | chic Scar of the Will and Aﬀections, and the 
of | SouFof the Judgment and Underſtanding. Nor 

was this only ſpoken of St. Peter, and the reſt of 

the Twelve; nor only of the Apoſtles; and 

Seventy Diſciples ; nor, only 'of the-fickt Hun- 
Ji. | dred and Twenty... 1n the Upper Room ; nor. 
only of. the Three .,Thouſand,Cogvertcd: by 
_ one Sermon ; . but of All; of the Multitudcof 
| | them thar-Behieyed, 


Certainly ſame ſtrange, and unuſual ching 
nauſt needs; happen, 'as here 1 did, {that could ; 
bring together, and cement ſuch. a-Multitude, 
1@ | ſo as to make PE one Heart ;,that could 
wr | petſuage fuch a Maititude, ro-gomerſe 30ge- 
a. | ther, and conſmhre42 che ſame Thoughts, and” 
1» | Deſires, , as if thcy had but one Soul. - Where- 


if Za | b as 


ciOÞ0D— ooo Ae OS 92S. mn 4 AAS DAS 
C by - 
: me 
s 
6 ak. of : . Lag 
= 
—. wo _ % 
: A l 


"A Sermon Preach d'to the © 


Opinions, and head-ſtrong Refolutions, to 


as a Multitade, however compoſed, too coim- 
monly ſeems by its inconftant, and fluctuating 
Counſels, its partial Debatcs , and. pervyerfe 


have more Hearts, and more Souls than it 
really has ; even more than it has Bodies. 

In the Weakneſs, and Ignorance, or preju- 
dicate Knowledge of a Mzltitude, how call 
are the Seeds of Difſention and Contradi&tion 
ſown ?. By the yarious Intereſts, or wilful Hu- 
mours, or yiolent Paſſions of a M#u/tizude, how 
quickly are they rais'd, and inflamed 2 And. 
when once a Mzltitude is engaged im Divi- 
ſions, how hard a thing 1s.it to compoſe them. 


n ?: 
TA Multitade therefore conld- never have 
becn fo united, had they nor been a Mu/tirude 
of Believers Nor then neither, had not the 
Holy-Ghoſt, the Bleſſed Author of all Peace 
and Truth, inclined them to .: Had nat thar- 
taught them to make the Magtcr of their Be-. 
lief. ta: be the Cauſe, and Ground of their 
Concord; not of their Separation ; .as too of- 
ten ſince has been experienc'd... | 
The Difficulty .of fo Divine a. Work, to: 
Unite a- mixt Mwltitude of all People, and 
Languages, to Unite them ſo.cloſely, ro Ani-. 
| mate 
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matc them all with ſuch Cordial Aﬀecttions, 
did well become the Almighty Power of the 
Holy Spint : It well became, and could only 
belong to that Bleſſed Perſon,. who is one 
GOD, the ſame with the, Father, and the Son, 
GOD Blcffed for ever, to inſpire fo great a 
Degree of Union into the Minds of all, whom 
it-fild with its firſt Gifts, and Graces, and 
Benedictions. (7 SW 

And, Bcloved in our Lord and Sayiour, 
this Heavenly Frut of the Heavenly Spirit's 
being thus pour'd forth on the Primitive Chri. 
ſtians , was not only intended, as ſome of the 
other Fruits of it were, to confirm our Faith, 
bur alfo to inſtruct us in one'of our moſt ne- 
NR Apoſtles Mitaculen andS 

e Apoſtles Miraculous Act: 

ing, with fuch Invincible Þ _ 
requires our Belicf of the Faith that they 
Preach'd : And GOD took this way to cſta- 
bliſh it : But that Marycllous Unanimity of 


cheir firſt Converts concerns our practiſe, and - 


was defign'd to direct it. 
It 1s not given us to follow them Step by 
oy in their other extraordinary Privileges 
Prerogatives : But in their humble, and 
Fraternal Condeſcentions to cach other ; their 
B 2 PCACC= 
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peaccable' Acquieſcence in the ſame | Divine 
Truths ; their meek Obedicnce to the ſame 
Holy Laws; in theſe we may, and ought to 


follow them. | | "WY 1 
The Glory of the Signs and Wonders which 
w_ wrought, was*enough for GOD's pur- 
pole m propagating the Goſpel to all Times, 
and Places: Bar we of theſe latter Ages can 
never arrive at, the. fame Abilitics ;\ nor ought 
we 'to emulate them in what was. Pcculiar to 
their rind, and Perfonal co Themſelves. Who- 
ever docs, he is likely to ſhew mote Proofs of 
tis own! Nacural Vanity ,-or Spiritual- Pride, 
than of 'any' Supernatural Power, or Illumi- 
nation. FINE TO 
' Yer ſtill it is left £0 us, and it 4s ingumbent 
apon'us,” with | the utmoſt- of our Zeal, to 
imitate their other Virtues and Graces, which 
are,” though: of a lower Degree,  yct of a Per- 
petual Duration for the Benefit of the Churchy 
Suck as their Simplicny of Heart, their. Agrec- 
ment. in- the ſame Acts of Picty, and their Con- 
fent in the ſame Chriſtian Faith. 
© Tn thoſe their more cxalted and-inſpired En- 
dowments, wE& muſt of neceſſity be defective, 
fince we carinot have any the leaſt proportion: 
of ther ummedaiately-Divine Helps to acquire 
DE | them 3 
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them 5 And becauſe thoſe are not o neceſla- 
ry (indeed nor at all neceffary) in this com- 
mon'and. cried Courſe of Chriſtianity, as they 
were-for the firſt Founding of it. Bur as'for 
theſe their other good and gracious Diſfofiti- 
ons, ſuch as their Mcekneſs, Selt-Demal], Pa- 
tience, Long-ſuffering ; Forbearance of &acht 
ethers Frailties, / and Fellow-fecling of caclt 
others Infirmitics:;- ſuch as inclined them to: 

" this-Unity of. Heart, and Soul; and are all 
ſtillequally: neceflary to us ;- towards our at- 
taining of theſe, we have ſtill a ſufficient Afſi-- 
tance from that Father of Lights, from whom: 
they- are derived. = 


-. Of all cheſe, My Brethren, it was efpccially* 
defign'd that there ſhould be a perpetual: Suc- 
ceſhon deriv'd down oral}, that ſucced then 
in the fame Faith. In theſe they are to. be-our* 
laſting Patterns to the End&t- the World. I 
mean in this Mutual Concarrence and Con-' 
formity- of Minds ;' This Charitable Compli- 
ance of Judgments, and Endearment of 'Aﬀe- 
Rions among our-elyes:; - chis mild,” gencle, 
tender-hearted Tempertowards all-Men ; this. 
ſubmiſſive Umformity in GOD's- Worſhip : 
All of them Virtues, and Graces that excecd- 
mgly-contnbute to the yery Being, much 
| NROre.. 
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more to the Well-being of the Chriſtan 
. Church : All of them ſo peculiarly the Effects, 
and certain Influcnces of the Holy Ghoſt, that 
they are expreſly calF'd the Unity of the Spirit; 
that, which is inſeparably annext to it, 

The Bond of Peace. 

Wheretore, in the Name of GOP, let us 
all fix our Eycs, and our Hearts on that un- 
.corrupt Original, of the fir Chriſtians Agrec- 
ment in ſound Doctrine, and holy Worſhip, 
which was, as you have heard, the genuine, * 
-and immediate Off-pring of the true Spirit of 
.GOD. F 

That moſt Chriſtian Communion which be- 
gan ſo ſoon, ſo gloriouſly ! That moſt hap- 
py Word '0w»44# !. That moſt Spiritual one 
Accord !- That moſt deſirable Unity of Heart 
and Soul ! which was moſt frequently and 
moſt religiouſly enjoyn'd all Chriſtians, by 
the Author and Finiſher of our Faith ! And 
which took ſo cfieually m them, that were 
the firſt Publiſhers of it ! When they come to 
recommend 1t to us, you ſee with what Ve- 
hemence they do it: Beſceching us, if there 
be any Conſolation in Chrifl, if any Cotfort of 
Love, if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any 
Bowels of Mercies, Fulfil ye my Joy, faith the 
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having the ſame Love, being of one Accord, of 
one Mind. : Con . 
And when they come to uſe Arguments for 
it,, you ſee how they preſs us all the ways that 
can. be thought of, ro make it enter into our 
Souls; how they oblige us to it, by all the 
Conſiderations of Duty, of Aſſiſtance, of In- 
tereſt, of Benefit, and. Reward : How they. 


farther CNSASe us, by manyenoſt weighty Ar- | 
guments 


wn from the very Subſtance, and 
End of our pure and undefiled Religion : By 
the Unity of our Baptiſm into one Farth ; of 
our Hope, which is one happy Eternal Life ; 
of our Head, which 1s one Lord Chriſt ; of 
his Body, which 1s-one Church, the. Mother 
of us all 3 and. of that common Senſe, and- 
mutual: Participation of Helps, Aﬀections, and 
:omforts, that. ought for ever” to be main- 
ain'd. berween all the Children of ſuch a Mo- 
her, all the Members of ſuch a Body. 

You ſee how we arc all proyok'd to Love, . 
and bound, in our ſeveral Stations, to labour 
or a Spiritual. Unity; by all theſe, and other 
auch unanſwerable Grounds of Perſuaſion, But 
hat which eſpecially ſers it home to us-1s this, 
Chat we ſe the Duty 1s practicable, we _ it 

| iyely. 


Apoſtle, Phil. 2. 1. Ti hat you be hhe-winded. ; 
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lively ſet forth in that Bleſſed Model which is 
gwen us 1n this. fourth, and .in_.the fecond. 
Chapter of -this Book z It gives us the-moſt+ 
perte&t Example of Unanimity, that eyer was * 


ſkewn to the World. 


- And thatwe may follow it aswe oughtitbe- 


hoves us to conſider which way the farſt Chri- 
ſtians came into this ſtate, that we may take the 
ſame, as far as we can in our Circumſtances. 


We (ce then, how when all the Apoſtles of 


Chriſt, and all oug Lords own Diſciples, at- 
tended the fulfilling of his own great Promuſe 
of ſending the Holy Ghoſt, to Comfort them, 


and to Teach them all things; to Teach them, 


and as a Comforter zo Teach them ; to joyn 
with the Precepts, and Counſels of a Teacher, 
the Gentlencls .and Favours of a Comforter ; 


then the chicf account we haye of them, in + 


preparation to all this/"is, That they were all 
with one accord in one place : When that Pro- 


miſe was accompliſh'd, when the Holy Ghoſt..: 
was ſent, the next account we have of them 


is, that They were all of one Heart, and: one 
Soul. DF” 
Obſerve, I*beſcech-you, in that firſt Ge- 


neral Mecting of the whole Church , than 


. "5 
which"never any ſince was more. Venerable, 
at eas nor 


Natrves of the Conuty of Dorlet. 


nor will be, nll the laſt Day' of General Judg-. 
ment; when the Bleſſed Spirit of GOP did not 
only hover above over all their Heads, as he 
did over the Waters at the Creation ; from 
whence all the Order and Beauty of all the 
Creatures proceeded ; but fate upon each of 
chew Heads, and over-ſpread their Minds, and 
enlarg'd their Hearts, and looſen'd their 
Tongues, to the Amazement of all Beholders, 
who thereby ſoon becamEConyerts: There was 
then no one Circumſtance, that more advan- 
tagcouſly contributed to their Univerſal Re- 
ceiving of that Divine Revelation, than that 
they were all united , with one accord, in one 
place: There was no one Conſequence of that 
Revelation, which the fame * Holy Ghoſt 
thought fitter, and more inſtructive to be cyer- 
laftingly recorded im Scripture, than that af- 
wand they all remain'd united in Doctrine, 
in Devotions, in Charity : There areno other 
Principles or Practiſes here mention'd upon 
which they umted, but ſuch as were truly 
Evangelical, and tend directly to the uniting 
of the Myſtical Body of Chriſt to the end of 
the World. 

T hey continued fledfaſily in the Apoſtles Do- 
Arine, in Fellowſhip, in Breaking of Bread, and 
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in Prayers. They continued daily with one ac- 
cord in the Temple , and Breaking Bread from 
Houſe to Houſe, or in the Houſe, that 1s, in 
part of the Temple alfo, or in the ſeveral 
Houſes at Feruſalem, where the Apoſtles 
had their Congregations : There they did 
* eat their Meat, that 1s, their Spiritual Food in 
the Holy Communion, and alſo their Natural, 
but Sanctifrd Meat in their Feaſts of Charity ; 
and did all this with Gladneſs, and ſingleneſs of 
Heart, praiſing GOD, who had called them to 
that Excellent Way .of Life, and graciouſly 
accepted them in it, and gave them a publick | 
Teſtimony of all this, in the Favour of all the 
People. 

What could be done more towards uniting 
their Hearts, and Souls? After they had re- 
pented, and were Baptized, and were filled 
with Grace, and Power from on high, Firſt, they 
continued in the Apoſiles Doftrine ; in that, and 
no other. They receiv'd the Word with all rea- 
dineſs of Mind, and ſearch'd the Scriptures, whe- 
ther thoſe things were ſo. Having found the 
Truth, they ftedfaſtly adher'd to it without 
wavering and uncertainty ; whatſoeyer Inqui- 
ry they made into it; it was without any 
needleſs Curioſity, or over-ſubtil Inventions. 
about it. : Secondly, 
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Second! , They contmued in Fellowſhip q 
that 15, pox in a ſtrict Communion of all 


.-the Offices of Chriſtianity in general, or, as 


the Learned Dr. Hammond underſtands the 
word Kewwiie, in a Charitable Communication 
of their good things to thoſe that wanted: 

' Thirdly, They continued together in Break- 
ing of Bread ; that 1s, in the frequent Partict- 
pation of the Blefled Myſtery of - the Lord's 
Supper : - One part, the Breaking of Bread, be- 
ing here, as Drinking 1s elſewhere, [1 Cor. 12. 
'13.]- put to fignific that. whole Sacrament : 
though neyer -1n Scripture was any one kind 
of it commanded to be Adminiſtred in ſtead 
of the whole, as in the Church of Rome 1s 
moſt Sacrilegiouſly practiſed. 

But'in the due, and conſtant receiving that 
Holy Sacrament , in both kinds , no doubt, 
they all comtinued : That moſt Sacred .Ordi- 
nance; which is, or ſhould be ſo much the 


great Inſtrument of Unity among Chriſtians, 


that it 1s moſt properly termed the Commu- 
nion. | 


Fourthly , Afer they had thus broken that 


Heavenly Bread ; and Eaten their Meat, their 


Bodily Meat probably in their. Charitable 
Feaſts, what follow'd but Gladneſs, and 
C 2 Single- 


— mt 


A Sermon Preach'd to the 


Singleneſs of Heart? Gladneſs, the ſure Com- 
panion, at Icaſt in the end, of a fug/e inng- 
cent Heart , endued with true Chrittian Sim- 
plicity ; as. Darkneſs. and Diſcomfort is the 
never-tailing Attendant, one: tima or other, 
firſt or laſt; of a double decentul Mind, and 
Hypocritical Spurit. | 
Laſtly, They continued daily, with one . ac- 
cord, in the Temple, praiſing GOD. Though 
the Lord from on High had viſited them wath 
the moſt gracions. Diſpenſation, that cver was 
xeycalcd from Heaven; yet, notwithſtanding 
that cxtraordinary cffuſion of the Holy Ghott 
upon them, they never internutted, but ex- 
actly obſerv'd the ordinary Courſe of their 
Religious Duries. 
And for this they reſorted daily to the Tem- | 
" : Which though they conſider'd now as 
- having loſt all its: Typical Sanctty ,, by the 
renting of the Veal, at the Death of Chriſt; | 
yer, as Chriſt himſelf caught them unmediate- | 
ly before his Death, they. look'd upon it as 
being {till GOD's Houſe by Conſccration, 
and as being a Houſe of Prayer for all Nations. 
Thus even at that. very time, when they had 
receiy'd the Bleſſed Spirit in-ſo abundant. a 
Mealure ;. yet from thact fo bright. an Iofpira- 
tion, 


Natives of the Gounty of Dorſet. 21 


tion, they took ''nat any. Opportunucy, nor 
framed any pretence to co , or deſpiſe 
the common Offices of the Church, or to 
think themſelves above all the preſcribed -Or- 
dinances of their wonted Warſhip ; bur there- 
fore, the rather, they. trequented:the Service 
of G-.O D, according to their accuſtomed 
Manner. | i 
They continucd d2ily, to ſhew: the unwea- 
ried Fervyor, and ſtated Lepnnny of their 
Picty. They continued daily with one» accord, 
to ſignifie the Harmomious Agreement of” their 
Spiritual Society. They continued daily with 
one accord in the Temple, to teſtifie their Pre- 
ference of Eftabliſh'd, Conſecrated Places, and 
their Obſervance of Orderly Decency in their 
Devotions. | 

Nor did they only there continue in Prayer, 
m Petitioning Heaven for Benefits to Tome, 
but in Praiſing GOD for Mercics. recciy'd : 


Which is the Nobleſt, the moſt Sublme, the 


moſt Celeſtial Part of Chriſtian Worſhip ; as 
_ indecd the chict. Buſineſs of Heaven it 
ſ{clf. | 
And if there be any Communion of Saints, 
which we muſt bcheve , or utterly renounce 


one Article of. our. Creed ; if any ſuch thung, 
. as 


—— 
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pou Holy Catholick Church, whereof ſurely 
the proud Boaftings, and falſe Pretcnces of 
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Rome cannot wholly 'aboliſh' the thing ie (elf; 
clien there's. no manner of Queſtion, but the 
largeſt Mcafures.of' Grace will be Communi- 

cated to our: Souls, .n theſe Publick Offices of 
Prayer, and Praiſe, which at once, as, the 
whole Prinutive Church did then, ſo.a conti- 
derable part of it now, with united Tongues, 

and Aﬀections, and Spirits more united, pre- 
ſents to the Throne of Grace. | 


That ; is the Firſt Part of my Text ; 7 he Mul- | 
dla of them that believed were all of one Heart, | 
and one ,Soul, mm this Senſe, and to this De- 
gree, and in the Uniform Performance of all 
theſe Spiritual Duties. 

Now,. My Brethren, upon this ſo intimate 
an Agreement of their Underftandings, Wills, 
and Aﬀcctions in Matters of Faith, and Wor- 
ſhip, there preſently ſucceeded a like Harmo- 
ny of Good Works : They all practis'd a ge- 
acral Diſtribution, ' and Participation of cach 
others Earthly Riches, and Poſſcſſions : Which 
is:the laſt Effect here mention'd of theit being 
all filed with the: Holy Ghoſt. None of them ſaid 

that ought he poſſeſſed was his own, but they had 
all things common. * They 
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They were'really their own chings,as much 
as-any other Mens Goods were theirs : But 
cheirnew Principle of Chriſtian Charity had 


made them''to aleer their Thoughts ſo much- 


about them, 'as even 'to change, and transfer 
the very Propricty of :tthem. 8 - | 
It cannot ndced be denycd, but of ſuch'an 


extraordinary more than Bretherly Loye, and. 


frict Fellowſhip, as this of the Apoſtles, and; 
Primitive Diſciples, there had before ſome 
Shadows and Foortfteps appear'd in the Practiſe 


| of ſome Men of other Religions, both among 
' the Jews and the Gentils.” 


Among the Jews, fuch a Communication of 
all things was, in great part, uſed by that Sect 
which they call'd Efens, towards Men of their 
own way of Diſcipline. And a Generation of 
Men they were, who, of all others, came neareft 
the Chriſtian Inſtitution : So that, as Grotius 
tells us, our Lord had many of his firſt Diſ- 
les out of the Men of that Profeſſion : For 


Cl 
= x 
alone were ſeldom or never reprchended by 
our Saviour himſelf , as all the other Sects 


Were = frequently, and. ſometimes excecd- 
ing ſharply. 


Such 


ch Reaſon probably, as he obſerves, they 
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Such a Communication alſo was, in ſomc 
ſorr, in-uſe among the Pythagoreans, and forge 
other Fraternities of the Heathen Philoſophers, 
and ſome of their wiſeſt Pohrices of Civil So- 
cicty : Whoſe chick Aim being the Adyance- 
ment of Human Nacure by all Natural Mcans; 
and they believing they could not do that by 
any. better way, than by raiſing Frienſhip to. 
the higheſt pitch ; which they juſtly :eſteemd 
the moſt perfect Natural State of Mandkind, 
in this World : They therefore Cultivated 
eſpecially that kind of Friendly Life, which 
they called Kow(Cror, that ſignifies the ſame with 
the Phrafe 1n my Text, of having all thing: 
£071N0N. 

But notwithſtanding all this, it were cafie 
to prove, | that of .all the Communitics of 
Goods, which have been ever cfſay'd among 
Men.; this of the Apoſtles, and firft Chriſt- 
ans, was the moſt Excellent, the mnt Inno- 
cent, - the moſt Spiritual, and ſincerely Chari- 
table kind of it. | 

As for that Sect of the Jews, thougn they 
- did bountxfully difpenſe their Eſtates in com- 
mon to Men of their own Party, and Form 
of Life ; yet we do not find, but the ſame 
Men ftill retained ſomething of the general 
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be kind o y to themſelves, ang nel. +1008 
lyces; but rignt, and hard-hcartcd,;o; all, 


World beſides;; clpecially to all that differed 
frony cthem\in Religion, ek 
So that in Truck xe. Divine, Ethcagy. of 
the Chriſtian Faurh, in its firſt beginnings, was 
farce ever more. illuſtrated in; any thing han 
in-this, thar it fixſt undertgok to FOO, 
Jews; and. could bring. 6 many of thera {o 
ſpeedily from the.moſt ſtiffnecked Arrogance, 


nd r ded Aulte > greatc{t 

Humility and Generofiry, .that' eyer Mankind 
was acquainted with... oo, 

., For as for. the Heathens alſo, wha profeſsd 


-to:hold ſuch, a Community of all chings; chey 


, 


enerally.went fo far in the abuſe of it, as-tO 
Jayall things common. ;.. not, only law{::, bur 


whuch, by the Laws of GOD and of Nations, 
had been made moſt proper, and peculiar. Bur 
in ſuch,things the greater the Community, the 
greater the Wickedneſs, £7. 

. Whereas this Evangclical Community here 


.inſtieured. in the Primutive Church, had all the” 


guie contrary Advantages, and PerfeCtions. . 
D' ? Firſt, 
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tak Sk conrmon.” Pur gr 
with oe frail o £04k Aauſer all Irnagi- 


iatieh- of” parc rtul chings; 'they 
CO _ (os Hh And thei practice was. 
accordingly raincd themſelves, and 


from the real 


CPS bile. & Nt 7 "ery Ko Megs of Bull. 


They utterly Ye —bgr thi leaſt ſaſpicion of | 


Lie wionſnck, ct { pcneney; of Chrifttan 
Oe og rl Hhivurh 
Chrift they were free indeed, yet he had-TE- 
deemed them only from den of Legal 
Obſervances, and not from the | 
'Moral, or Natural Laws. © 7 # amr 

Secondly, As ther Liberal Dilleibiul6re of 
their Temporal Inhcfirances, for the Relief of 
thoſe among -them , that wanted; ' did' flow 
from the moſt Divine Principle of Chriſtian 
Love, and Tendernefs-towards all their- Bre- 
hren of the fame Faigh, and Communion; fo 
. it was at the ſame time accompanied with an 
unconfined Good-wilt, an'open-hearred* Kind- 
neſs, and enlarged Bowek ' of Compattion,' tv 
all Mankind beſides, What St. Paul cxhorted 
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all Chriſtans to do, they perform d/inanE-: 
minent. Degrec::: As alien bad! unity chey: 
did\ good, 40 eli. Men z though thdy-tiud ix chief 

t0 thoſe of the iHonſbal#h of \Faithi3 1971115 213003 

Nr as _—_ is the true k remg never . 

rity. I may have its Degrees z bur nevor ads! 
= of 3 Schatarics : :So: thaviall; ib at© 

| ſincerely thus affected, may ckpreſether Tha 
rity.” to, fome more than ' to . others.4 -but: 
muſt'ncyer bt uncharitable, much leſs unjuſt,/ 
t:3NY-|.;_2 nou 15 o niteitt 3 21:0 210M 
an Toall wears bound to\practiſe'a perpetual: 
Communitation of our good Will,. and good 
Offices, and of our: Goods too in'the Works: 
of  Jaſtive,; ;-and. Charity» In che'Worky'of 
| KF, according to our Capaciries ;. in'2Ho 
a} Works of Juſtice always, and without reſerve. 
. A For only the Able: can be Charitable :\ Anthit 
| may-not forhetnes/be & Man'srown fault;-rhat 

" | k6:15n96 able th begueniardly-Churicable::Buv 


It 1s cycr a Man's own fauls-only;. if ht.is: noe 


outwardly Juſt:,, and .ac caſt inwardly Chari- 
table ro/all; i balatbas « auce: 

: Thirdly, This free difpenſing of iflcirGobds 
bg. Pallalints:; that was they made'by/the 
Ablc ro, fuſtain che Unable and AMfiicted,. was 
far -froni; bang. intended to cher thelLazh 
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' neſs, oro encourage the. Negligence, or to 


nouriſh the Vanuty and Pride of any that were 
xs teheved3; but co :quice contrary Purpoſes; 
tis, either ta-ſupply che real Wants of the 


- magcently Neceflitous ; or ro: comfort thoſe, 


that were under fierce Perſecutions 3 or to ex- 
cite thoſe to. indefarigable Induſtry, who were 
t0:abour 1n'the Work:of the Lord:; 'that with 
mote Leaſure, and Freedom from Worldly 
Cares, and Diverſions, they might attend the 
moſt important Buſineſs of ſaving Souls, and 
ſpreading the Everlaſting Goſpel. | 
' Theſe, My Brethren, were the only, or the 
principal-Ends of the firſt Chriſtans having al 
things corimon: :*Ends'very different from thoſe 
of "the Monaſftical Lite as it has been -univer- 
(ally abuſed in all Chriſtendom : Though that 
pretends -to' come neareſt the firſt Chriſtians- 
retirement fron: the- World , and free parta- 
king-of what cachi* other poflcſſed, and living: 
their Life in common. ' 1 
Bur: towards the inutating of. that humble, 
d:yourt, - and ſelf-denying Life of the Apoſtles, 
and their Diſciples, it isnot ſufficient for Men, 
or Women only to profefs a ſullen Reſeryed- 
neſs, or unprofitable Separation from the 
World :. For ſome Perſons, in ſhew of-a- more 
Spiritual 
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Spuritual Life, to live idly upon. others, myſta- 
ken Charity, 1s not_ to practiſe the Primitive 
Community of Goods. Whoacver will be re- 
ally like thoſe great Examples of Selt-demial 
and Abſtinence, *tis not enough only to tol-. 
low them ſuperititiouſly, and fervilely, in 
ſome one little accidental thing, ſome indiffe- 
rent Habit, or Action of their Lives : Rathey: 
we muſt endeayour to reſemble them in their. 


xcal Virtues, and ſolid Excellencies;. and in car- 


ying on the Work of GOD, by. doing all the. 
ood we can in this. World, as they did;' 
Fourthly, Ir 1s obſervable, that of the Goods: 
and Eſtates of the firſt Chriſtians, thus broughe 
as Free-Will-Offerings. into one. Common : 
Treaſury,theDiſpoſition was ordered with great - 
Prudence, Equity, and Piery ;- and that ar firſt. 
by no leſs Men than the Apoſtles:themelves , 
afterwards indeed it was committed to. inferior | 
Maniſters;, but ſtill at the Appointment, and 
under the Inſpe&tion of the Apcitles-.. In this- 
Chapter 1t-15:ſaid, That as many as' were poſſeſſed / 
of Land or. Houſes, fold them,” and brought the 
Prices of the things that mere - ſold,” and laid ' 
them”. down at-the Apoſttes Feet ; : and Diſtribu- 
tion was made to every Man: according as he had ' 
need ; ſo that there was none: among them that. 


lacked. Bchold, 
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Behold, I-pray.” As that was the firſt Gene- 
ral Purſe (if I may. fo call it) of Chriſtian 
Charity, that evcr was raiſed by the Power of 


the Chriſtian Faith, fo the carciul direQting of 
1t was an Employment worthy of the Apoſts- 


lical Office x ſelf, and becoming their high 
Dignity, and Super-eminent Station irr the 
Church of GOD. - 4 21 
For the very Apoſtles diſcharge of their 
Duty, it was not ſufficient, that with great 
Power they gave Witneſs of the Reſurrefion of the 
Lord- Jeſus : - Nor was 1t enough for them ro 
Baptize Men into, and Confirm them in -his 
Faith ; nor by Exhortation, to Rouze and 
Awaken the Drowzy World; nor by Reproof 
to-Chaſtiſe, and Admoniſh the Stubborn and 
Neeligent ; \ nor: by ſeafonable Counſels arid 
Comforts; to- Strengthen the Doubtful, arid 
Retreſh the Weak : But by a conftant givn 
their own, according to therr Abilities; an 
by a d.ligent Colle&01 of others Altms-deeds! 
and by a wiſe Adm {tracion of both; the 
became the firſt P::\lick Almoners of the 
wholeChriſtan V-0:1d. WALLY 
You ſce; in a time when the whole Chi 
ſtian Church was in a'State of: eutward Po: 


yerty, and Mifery,- that was — 
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of the moſt Chriſtian Offices then, "wo relieve 
the Indigent, to. comfort the Diſtreſſed, to pro- 
vide for the Widows, Orphans,  Captives, A- 
d, and-Infirm;,;, And. certainly-therefore the. 
ike Deeds of Mercy and Piety ought never to 


have a leſs Eſteem among all Chriſtians to-the- 


End of the World : Efpccaally in times. of the 
Churches'Proſperity. | 


\. However, this we arc ſure of, ſo hughly did 
the firſt Planters of Chriſtianity, in their time,,. 


yalue ſuch common Works of Compaſlionrand. 


BOWnETs pcrformed'in a.right Evangelical Me-- 
.: And.indeed it is wonderful to confider, al- 


moſt incredible to tell; how great Advantages 

the Goſpcl: obtaincd, 1n its: firſt ſerting forth, 

By the Merciful, Charitable,. and Hoſpicable 
:0 


nycrſation of 1ts firſt Profeſſors : When the: 


World bcheld: Men fo deſpicable in their out- 

ward. Condition; yet +enobled - and 'adorned*? 
with all that Luſtre of Spiritual Gifts : When 
Men ſaw them ſo ambitious of another World; 
ſo unconcern'd for this; fo not in- the leaſe. 
deſirous of- what. was other Mens, fo Gene- 

rous in what was their. own; uſing*their own 
things ſo moderately themſelves, as if theyhad 


belonged to others; only ſhewing them to be 


their: 
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their own, -by their readineſs of giving+therh 
10 others: When Men ſaw things, ſo much 
above the common rate of Human Nature, 
produced in theſe. Men z and that only-by 
their being Chriſtans , they 'could not but 
-have.a high Eſrcem.of that Excellent Religi- 
on ; they.could not but be ſtrongly inclined 
to embrace n-themſclyes. "LE 

You have heard, . that the Reaſons here aſ- 
ſign'd why the firſt Chriſtians had ſo ſoon rhe 
. Favour of all the People, were principally 
[|f three. The firſt, That they went about from 
Wl Houſe to Houſe, eating therr Meat with Glad- 
WI neſs, and Singleneſs of Heart : There is'their 
innocent Hoſpitality,and their right uſe of the 
true Chriſtian Liberty in chat particular. - The 
ſccond, That all, who belicv'd, continued toge- d 
[ ther, with one accord, in Prayers and Praiſing 
" GOD : There 1s their publick owning of Reli- 

Wh | 

| 

| 

| 


'2£10n, and Zeal for GOD's Worſhip. "The 
third, That they ſold their Goods and Peſſefſi-N'E 
ons, and diſtributed them, to all Men, as every} 
Man had need : There is the Univerſal Extent 
of their Charity. ſt 
And for this laſt Cauſe chicfly it was, that} 
they had the favour of all the People ; as the 
aforemention'd Excellent Interpreter conccivyes. fat 
It 1 
tu 


- 
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rally gains their . Fayoor ard: Aﬀections: 
Of all” Religious . Actions:, 'none arc more 
praifelworthy or | arable ;>:none more! ;ac: 
ceptable-ro» GOD and Meng than. the vitibls 
Works of Mcroy angt:Prety; ſuch'as arc-frcelf 
and bountifully beſtowed cither for thc Service; 
nm and __—_ —_ Srmrey Or 
his/Temples;-or for:refreſhing the Minds. 
feeding, Eloathing,aritl echevingnthe, Bodies:of 
the Poor andNccdy\whicti arc his Tchiplevalfo. 
nefs and:Bemgnityjthus ſweee-ſmelling:Sacritice 
r0 GOD, this moſtide)caable[Savour among 
Men,” this |beſt-haBlowed 'Inocnfe: char ever was 
ſeen 'on Earth y/ or roſe ap! towards Heaven, 
contmucd to: adorns and perfume the.whole 


| Chriſtian Nimedor feycral A gos; theiturrecant 
- Snag 


Cn Fools bes horſe 


ery} | Ieis very memorablethat they hatd the forced 


-ncfApplauſe, and envioukgraiſg)af Jutien:theApa- 


ſtare himſelf in this particulariſFarinzatt Eph 


artftloxhich he 'wrome 10:!6hcfofthstlnct: Hea- 


the 


en Priefts, whereinhe carneftlycxhorted him, 


res.Jand 1 his Idolarrous Brertweny, > :oppoſe the 


It 


axertul Progres' off the Gofpcti farurhe f- 
ture, by better, waſpr,cand'more Vitueus = 
—_ E tan 


2:6 Cermoer ie rebdy ohe'/\ 
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f_ trkicrid: chey hid:6nq; and, © ——_— 
thadubvbrfianst Glbidoin by NEpyingraftcX 
dioChriſdans chanfelycy, ot vety: Mor 
chods, -by which j-had grown:{o forniidabls 
cocthar: ale Gods 3[c)kle::moze efpecally by 
dlame Recammcndath twio off xbres;ofci 
thndable Pratites anfing: 'Cnifidans.co. theit 
Studions:Imwation::- bowel: 
c:: Oneomas,, Uheid Integeiy! nd Sandilmany 
b6 Life anigenbratuhnocher; They deeept Cee 
tromonids > dngroomkly Racy: am the [Ingerment 
of ther Dear! _ TD ber nov ge ng 
Charety .to:the Aff rhingh raxpens't0 them ; 
which; -ay he! gats:gn;) as) ;ſo 1.regrarkpble;, that 
ahe>Tmpiaas Galilbdns; >[a:Namec arth etluch be 
3 Woncits rgproatli:the: firl Qhtifhidns,rahd 
our :Lord/Chrith hjymſclf): theſe rveryi lmapiaus 
OE 
1the3r'3 caves if f N 
+ > 09 PIT way rey 
oe), ::cucalrtcd by; -the- face of 
ar ran ;Renotiqud - 
Apbfieraina] faply2i316g 2icda nt Alec _ 
+> indinithizBleſedStare tho @hrift idol 
.m great/parerethamed through all a6firſt: 0. 
xft;andqnofttdifmeereftcd Ages; lf eht Word 
ahic Secutat EimpoguhdPleaſurcagndRidhoyang - 
Yaumeottlt wenn lerm. upon 1921's] - ny 
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' where neither Moth can corrupt, tor 


of them had 


-puitting 1t out to the beſt uſe. 


| "Names of rhe nyof De Dekker. 


o7 Die late, ate hb Grnne-Orolliat Keen 
bf GenuieDottrine-at:Adbyelivered), and He 
Fine prevailing Power of 'Miractitous Works 

/arfirit beſtowed;they converted obwonfourided 

"har Eficirites': : Attd at the atthit Urng, witlvche 

"fame wont "though fenders Bock ob Eavehi] 

| je 5114 diſpoſed; they ſupported: 
othcrs, and, in/ſome meaſure, ther Adverſaries 

Neceftitics, and happily- Topply thew'? own 

\want of Farehly Power, {5 7” 1 

 Sothey lived, as looking" 'on thelnklverro 

be-parrs of the fame Chriſthn \Childfen 
of the'ſame Heavenly Father; S'ofithe - 
ſame Spiritual Body ; "ates [lies of,: and 
commilſeratedand Fropadid with each other 


accordingly ; ſeeming, asf "they had all the 


fame 'Difires, the ſatne Grits, thi ſame:Þ 5 


the:fame Intereſts in- «this World wal as't 
future ; having all things common \t0- h\ as: if 
(which | can never to0- often repeat) they were 
all of one Heart, -and one Soul. 
Their chief 7; reaſure they” laid u = Hegwer, 
hie'ves brekk 
through and ſteal. And whatever Treaſure any 
t$hon Farth, 'they quickly placed 
that-out of the'reach of hands corrupting, 


or the Thieves Rtealing, not!laying itupþ; bat by 
ſcattering 1t «abroad mto-tnany Hands, = 
Thus 
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.. }-A;Srwan;Preagb'd, te:the 


.cc1Ilhusdjey mage} thtir'TempotaliRighgs to: 
be iro them bite apc at; Heaven 3. which, 
GOD knows, - have been ta many ſince, that 
{call- chemſelycs,Chriſtians too, .as the Gate of 
-Helk They lite carcd,; or. rachcn they; very 
\trinch caxcil, how: camp they made ther fa- 
[ding, Wealth; -their corruptible, and corrupt- 
-ing: Abundance of. ;this Worlds, Goeds; ſince 
by the ; Fundamental | Privileges of their holy 
Profeſſion, they had fp, many; other, ſo many 
. greater thifgs 77-corimoiz : One common Fait 
-n'one common Cfeator; Redeemer, and Com- 
- forter-3 one Communion' of Saints ; one Hope 
of the ns hs» rut | | 
By theſe irrchſtible Ways, and Inſtruments, 
My Beloved Brethren, was the Lord plcas'd to 
found, and amplifie the Chriſtian Church ; 
and- thereby to add. daily 10 1t great. Numbers 
of  ſach as ſhould be ſaved. Whatever now of 
. all this 1s abſolutely inimitable, and never to 
be copied after by us, either by reaſon of the 
diſtance of- Times and Places ; or Cuſtoms of 
' Nations changed ; or Diverſity of Gifts in ſc- 
. veral' Ages; or the different State of Chriſtia- 
nity in this Age; all that ſhouſtl be the Subject 
ofi our Relict, our Wonder, and our Praiſc. 
But whatever of it is imitable,and may again 
be applycd to our Circumſtances, that we 
| ſhould 
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ſhould make the Object of our Zcalous Stu- 

'dies, and Devout Emulations. 
*Tis granted, we arc not now obliged to that 

their. firſt way of Converſation, when none 


. among them called any thing his own, but they had 


all things common.. Now,the Bleſſings of this Life, 
we poſleſs,we may innocently enzoy,as our own 


. Property,quite diſtinct from the Rights of other 


Men to it,as their Rights are diſtinguiſhed from 
ours. But withal we.muſt be mindful, that ſtill 
in reſpect to GOD, we are all only Tenants, 
and Uſuftructuaries : He alone 1s the truc Pro- 
prictor, and ſole Lord of all : Though for our 
comfort and encouragement, He, i his infi- 
nite Mercy, has declared, That what part or 
portion ſoeyer of 1t we diitribute in a right 


-manner,to whomſocyer it be, if eyen to thoſe, 


to whom Nature, or Laws, or Cuſtom obliges 
us to be kind and merciful, it we give. 1t to- 
them for his ſake, that he accepts, as return'd 
and paid to himſelf. | 

You have been told, that all, lawful things 
were made common to the firſt Chriſtians for 
that particular time. But.now _all.chings arc 
again become peculiar and. ſever; and ſeem 
to return to their. old Boundaries of Meum, G& 


Tuum, with us as with the,reſt of Mankind ; 


and 'twere well indecd, it thuſe Bounds were 


uniycr- 
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38 A Sermon Preach'd to the + 
univerſally obſery'd.- Yer fill omaſf ſap; /thie 
among Chriſtians, fach as ait/foind&&, and 
not only inName, ſome part 6f thoſe things, 
which are moſt'a Mans own, are to be of 
-enſed, and diſperſed to others, tofo ary 
"others, by ſo many Titles, that"ar laft'ir cam 
only be juſt ſaid, what is a Chriſtians'own'is 
not common to all. © P 02JOTtS 

As we are Chriftians, we are all engaged to 

ſhew ſome Effects of our Kindneſs atnd Cha- 
'Tity to all, that are in want, as they are Chri- 
"ſtians; to all in extream want,as they are Mch; 
even to Strangers and Aliens; nay to Enemies 
and Perſecutors : Much more to all Friends, 
.and Kinſmen , all Neighbours and Country- 
-men. 

* And that indeed, My Dear Countrymen, 
has been the chief Aim of this latter part'of my 
whole Diſcourſe, as I queſtion not bur it is the 
great Purpoſe and Deſign of your preſent Af- 
ſembly. . . 

No Man 6an deny, bur as to the' Country, 
whence weall have ſprung, our Lot has fallento 
be born in a pleaſant, and fruitful Place: And 1 
am confident,many that hear me this Day, have 
there alſo'a goodly Inheritance; and many, if not 
there, I am ſure have elſewhere: And you know 
the old Goſpel-Rule, 7o whom much-#s given, of | 

"them much is required. To: 
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{ long'd to them; as they were the firſt Chriſti- 


| pious/and charitable Aſſiſtance rowar 
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; Fo. ſych-of you therefore, give mc. leave to 
caneludemySpeceh: And.ip che Name,and by 
the Rowels of our Lord, Jeſus Chriſt, I cxhore 
you, as Fellpw-feeling Members of the farye 
Myttical Body z as Members alſo of the ſame 
Polacal Body and Councry, to cxcend your 
nc rds. the di- 
frefſed and indigent Natives of the fame Coun- 
try: Now eſpecially on this your Solemn Feaſt- 
Pay that when, you ſþall eat , your Meat with- 
Gladneſ.,. they iniay not be quite, empty and 
diſconſolate. MY 

I muſt «Il you, Charity is the beſt Compa- 
muon of all Publick Feaſting : Ic 1s the beſt,and- 

moſt Chriſtian Argiznent to recommend it ; I 
had almof,ſaid to,juſtfic it. Certayn at 15, that 
was the chicf Reaſon, for which the Primmyc 
Chriſcians allowed of Feaſting ar all;cheir Feaſts 
Being. therefore, as I haye already faid, pecu- 
hatly-ſtylcd Feaſts: of Charity. HR. 2 

' Condider then, I beſcech you, though GOD 
does not: now. Expect. from you to -make all 

ur Gogds-.common' to-others as largely as. 

ef idith; yer fiill he calls upon you, 1n, your 
Proportion, to communicate to others of your. 
Goods, as kindly, it puſhblc, as they did. 
Their.Community of all things properly be- 
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